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Meeting Minutes

April 21, 2008
Attendance:  

Judy Armstrong, Jennifer Tempest Bova, Diane Cinnick, Jeremy Foster, Pat Garrity, Bruce Johnson, Claudia Kasten, Barb Kehn, Susie Kuruvilla, Theresa Loerch, Liz Nelson, Del Parra, Mark Parrish, Kristen Powell, Margaret Resnick, Ray Rose, Kathy Ryg, Bobbi Selvik, Susan Snyder, and Ashley Ward.
I. Meeting called to order at 8:45 a.m.
Kathy Ryg gave an overview of the current situation in the Illinois General Assembly and encourages everyone to speak with their legislators about the programs they care about.
Chief Ray Rose reported that SB1930 passed in the Senate and is currently in Rules in the House.  Chief Rose said he had recently sent a letter to the editor expressing his opposition to SB1930 as well as a letter to the Secretary of State.  Last month the Lake County Underage Drinking Prevention Task Force had written a position paper opposing Senate Bill 1930, which would remove the teen driving curfew for participants of the “Safe Rides” program.  The “Safe Rides” program coordinates volunteer students to provide rides to other students who need a safe ride home from parties or other dangerous situations.  Students receiving the ride home are dropped at their residence and parents are not notified, no matter what their state of intoxication.  With the implementation of the new teen driving curfew, the program has shut down because most of their calls occur after curfew.  Bruce Johnson reported that the task force has offered to contact MADD, SADD, Principals Association and other organizations to encourage them to express opposition to SB1930.  The task force encourages everyone to speak to his or her state legislator about this important issue.
Susie Kuruvilla reported that there is $10,500 in the LCASC account. 
II. Committee Reports

NIC Status – Bruce Johnson announced the good news that NIC (Northern Illinois Collaboration) had granted $35,000 to fund a part-time coordinator position effective immediately.  Judy Armstrong reported that the committee developed a job description, sent out an e-mail blast inviting applications, reviewed the applications received, and then sent highlights of potential applicants to the board members. There will be a short meeting for the board members immediately following today’s meeting to vote on the part-time coordinator position.  
Youth Empowerment Summit – Bruce Johnson reported that high school and middle school youth and their ideas are needed to help plan the 2008 Youth Summit.  This planning meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 22nd at the Warren Township Teen Center from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.  For more information, contact Amy Pukal at apukal@nicasa.org.  Following the April 22nd youth meeting, the committee will meet on Tuesday, May 6th from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. at the Warren Township Teen Center.  Bruce also mentioned that Hewitt has offered their facility as a possible site for the Youth Summit and that he and Ashley Ward will be making a site visit. 
Lake County Underage Drinking Prevention Task Force – Bruce Johnson reported that the county-wide town hall meeting was held on Thursday, April 3rd at Carmel Catholic High School.  Liz Nelson is compiling the data from the small group discussions and evaluations and she will present a summary next month.  For example, some of the kids who attended were saying that some kids get in trouble just to get the adult’s attention.  
Bruce reported the task force had done compliance checks prior to spring break and now were gearing up to do another round for pre-prom.  The task force is working on a press release to report the results from the participating municipalities.  Also, they are conducting an assessment of municipal ordinances which relate to alcohol.
Bruce Johnson also mentioned that plans were being made to have a networking breakfast for local coalitions and groups on Thursday, June 5th at 8:30 a.m. at CLC (Southlake campus).   More information will follow.
The next task force meeting is Thursday, May 15th at 8:30 a.m. at the Mundelein Police Department.  For more information, contact Liz Nelson at enelson@co.lake.il.us
Illinois Strategic Prevention Framework Grant – Bruce Johnson reported on behalf of Karen Smith that they have just completed their comprehensive assessment process and are beginning to develop strategies.  The strategic planning subcommittee is considering developing their plan around three variables:  social access, community adult and youth norms, and youth perception of risk/harm of alcohol use.  Based on their Mundelein school aggregate IYS data (n=2366), 27.3% of 6-12th graders have used alcohol in the past 30 days (4.3% of 6th graders, 13.4% of 8th graders, 29.2% of 10th graders, and 47.3% of 12th graders).  Another key statistic is that 14.8% of 10th graders and 27.5% of 12th graders have had five or more alcoholic drinks in a row in the past two weeks. Youth are most often getting alcohol from friends, at parties, from home without parents knowing, from older/brother sister, and from friend's house. Thirty-nine percent of our youth know of parents/adults who permit non-family members under the age of 21 to drink alcohol in their home.  Youth are reporting drinking because they want to have fun, are bored, or feeling stressed.  Seven percent report having tried to cut back on their drinking and failed.  Of this seven percent, 20% report being concerned that they are already physically addicted.  All of this data is of great concern.  STAND-UP (Standing Up Against Underage Drinking Through Prevention) is eager to develop and implement effective strategies to reduce the incidence and prevalence of underage drinking in Mundelein.  The initial strategic plan will be completed by May 30, 2008.
Character Matters in Lake County – Ashley Ward reported that the Character Matters in Lake County committee is in their final stages of the Excellence in Character Awards. They are currently working on the letter of congratulations to students, certificates, medals, and press release. Plans are being made to add a link to the LCASC website after updating the mission statement and logo.  Once the link is up and running, upcoming events and pertinent news regarding character related issues in the county will be posted.  Ashley said that Sheila Marks told the committee how pleased she is to be transferring leadership of the organization to a group of people who are dedicated to continuing the great work and mission established by Character Matters and feels we will help take the organization to new heights.  Gary Pickens said that the new direction of Character Matters in Lake County, as part of the LCASC, will be well-positioned to support the mission of Character Matters and will help raise awareness of the importance of character development in youth.  Character Matters of Lake County meets on the second Tuesday of every month at 8:30 a.m. at CLC (Southlake Campus).  For more information, contact Ashley Ward at Ashley@tbgfoundations.org 
Coalition Sustainability – Liz Nelson recommends that the board of directors review the strategic plan and develop a budget before a sustainability plan can be put together.  Liz will schedule a meeting with the board to discuss this process.

If anyone would like to assist with any component or would like further information, please contact Liz at enelson@co.lake.il.us
III. Announcement
Del Parra announced that there will be a Bone Marrow Registry and Blood Drive held at West Oak Middle School in Mundelein on Saturday, May 10th.  More information will be sent electronically.   Del also thanks everyone for their support to restore Diamond Lake School District 76’s Bilingual Grant.
Chief Ray Rose announced the 2008 A-May-Zing Mundelein will be held on Saturday, May 10th at the Mundelein Police Department.  It’s been 13 years since the village’s Project CAPE (Create A Positive Environment) initiated this annual volunteer spring clean-up event. A-May-Zing Mundelein is a day set aside to help neighbors with yard work and area clean ups. 
Bruce Johnson reported on behalf of Peggy Miller that the Lake County Underage Drinking Prevention Task Force in collaboration with CLC will be hosting an event this October featuring:  An Evening with Christopher Kennedy Lawford: A Memoir.  Mr. Lawford has worked extensively in politics, government, and business, as well as in Hollywood. However, before his successes, Lawford battled a drug and alcohol addiction for much of his young life. Today, he has been sober for more than 18 years and is sharing his personal story with others in hopes of making a difference.   
Bobbi Selvik took a few minutes to share what Junior Achievement of Chicago does in the community.  The Elementary Programs all focus around general economic and business concepts allowing kids to identify their roles as individuals, workers, and consumers within the global economic setting.  The Middle and High School programs reinforce the value of education and teach students about various skills needed to succeed within the workplace.
These programs are flexible and easy to implement.  Since each program is not grade specific, they can be used with multi-aged groups in a variety of settings.  All the programs are pre-packaged and include materials for 30 students.  Also included in each program kit are curriculum guides which help adults flow from lesson to lesson.  Training is also provided.   For more information, their website is   http://www.jachicago.org/  or contact Bobbi at (847) 657-7697. 
IV. Meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m.  
V. Board meeting immediately followed
Upcoming Meeting Dates:     

· Monday, May 19, 2008

· Monday, June 16, 2008
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