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Meeting Minutes

August 18, 2008

Attendance:  

Judy Armstrong, Diane Cinnick, Kari Cowart, Barbara Daudelin, Pat Garrity, Adrienne Johnson, Bruce Johnson, Barb Kehn, Susie Kuruvilla, Theresa Loerch, Shana Magidovitch, Liz Nelson,  Gary Pickens, Amy Pukal, Ray Rose, Karen Smith, Ashley Ward, and Kim Weidner.
I. Meeting called to order at 8:40 a.m.


Bruce Johnson gave a recap of the state budget process for the benefit of new members present.
Susie Kuruvilla reported there is $17,718 in the LCASC account; of which $8,064 is listed as a separate line item for Character Matters in Lake County.  
II. Committee Reports

Youth Empowerment Summit - Karen Smith reported that the Second Annual Be the Change! 2008 Youth Empowerment Summit is being held on Thursday, November 6th at Hewitt Associates in Lincolnshire.  This year’s theme, per youth committee recommendation, is “How to Deal with Stress.”  The purpose is “to engage participants in an inspirational and educational experience that will result in individual change for greater personal, family, school, and community joy and well-being.”  Our focal areas include:  self-image and personal empowerment, personal intention, goal-setting, and decision-making for well-being, maximizing the positive in relationships, conflict and stress management techniques, understanding the basic change process, and leadership application. Our maximum attendance can be 120-7th and 8th graders from schools throughout Lake County, accompanying school staff, and volunteer high school students who help facilitate the activities. 

We have 21 members of our Youth Summit Core Planning Team (CPT).  The CPT and Youth Committee worked together to select our first keynote speaker candidate choice who will be submitted to the LCASC Board for approval.  Her name is Annie Fox.  She is nationally and internationally recognized as an expert in adolescent stress management.  She is a conference presenter and author of several books on the subject.  Her website is www.anniefox.com. Our second keynote speaker candidate choice was Jerry Goebel.  He is an accomplished presenter, author, and award-winning musician.  He helps young people develop a sense of value, mission and purpose.  His primary goal is to help young people become vital participants in their communities. He trains students on “The Three E’s of a Meaningful Life:  Enthusiasm, Encouragement and Engaging a Community.” Although he is our second choice for the youth summit, Karen recommends that we consider him for future keynote opportunities. His website is www.onefamilyoutreach.com
We are grateful for Hewitt’s generous offer to provide the facilities for our youth summit and understand that there are definite space limitations.  The CPT members will all be working during the summit to assure the many responsibilities and tasks that are necessary for success are completed. 

Additional Report Regarding the Northern Illinois Collaboration (NIC) - Karen Smith reported that the LCASC has been invited by Abbott, Allstate, Baxter and Hewitt (all members of the Northern Illinois Collaboration) to provide 60 to 90 minute underage drinking prevention panel presentations at their corporations during the month of October.  The target audience is employees of these corporations.  As underage drinking has been declared a national epidemic and the LCASC, through its Underage Drinking Prevention Task Force, is active in monitoring underage drinking prevalence and associated consequences in Lake County and is actively involved in sponsoring county-wide underage drinking prevention activities, we are very happy to share our knowledge and experiences with these corporations.  Karen, in her role as LCASC-NIC Coordinator, is coordinating these panel presentations.  She thanked the various LCASC members who have responded to the invitation.  Karen also reported that these same corporations have voiced an interest in panel presentations in the Fall of 2009 on gang prevention.    
Lake County Underage Drinking Prevention Task Force – Liz Nelson reported that 
the task force is planning a conference on underage drinking prevention for Wednesday, October 15th at the Grayslake campus of the College of Lake County.  The keynote speaker - Christopher Kennedy Lawford will be discussing his book, “Symptoms of Withdrawal: A Memoir of Snapshots and Redemption” and comprehensive addiction treatment.  The conference is open to anyone, but is geared towards professionals with workshop topics including adolescent brain development, new underage drinking related laws, etc. Christopher Kennedy Lawford will also be presenting to parents and community members at 7:30 p.m. that same day in the James Lumber Performing Arts Building at the College of Lake County. 
The Lake County Underage Drinking Prevention Task Force applied to participate in the first Leadership Institute offered by the Underage Drinking Enforcement Training Center and was one of three coalitions in the country selected to participate!  The Leadership Institute began at the 10th Annual National Leadership Conference on underage drinking prevention and will be a year-long process involving conference calls, self-study, and two additional meetings in locations to be determined. Participating members of the task force include Chief Ray Rose – Mundelein Police Department, Bruce Johnson – Nicasa, Kim Zambole – Lake County Health Department, and Stacy Vermylen – Linking Efforts Against Drugs. 

Thanks to the efforts of the LCASC, task force members, Lake County Regional Office of Education, and many others about 20,000 Lake County students in grades 6, 8, 10, and 12, participated in the Illinois Youth Survey. In 2006, about 6,000 students participated, so the task force has a much broader sampling of data to use for planning.  Results of the survey will be listed by county and state at the Illinois Youth Survey website, www.illinoisyouthsurvey.org, in the next few months.

Alcohol compliance checks are being coordinated by the task force four times a year. All municipalities in Lake County are encouraged to participate and share their results with the task force. Assistance for conducting compliance checks is available through the Illinois State Police.

The August meeting for the task force is Thursday, August 28th at Grandma V’s restaurant in Mundelein.
Illinois Strategic Prevention Framework Grant - Karen Smith reported the Mundelein STAND-UP (Standing Up Against Underage Drinking Through Prevention) Task Force completed its comprehensive, community-wide strategic plan to reduce underage drinking in Mundelein, and submitted it to the Illinois Department of Human Services for approval, as part of the Illinois State Incentive Grant - Strategic Planning Framework Initiative.  The Task Force was informed that their plan was the top scorer of the 18 grant sites and will be funded.  Implementation strategies include school-based prevention programming, social marketing and social norms campaigns, parenting awareness and risk reduction programs, maintaining our excellent law enforcement related to violation of underage drinking laws, considering court ordering youth in violation of underage drinking laws to attend alcohol risk reduction classes, and developing/enforcing consistent school-based policies regarding alcohol use on premises or at sponsored functions.  The work being done in Mundelein will serve as a replication model for other interested communities.  Karen has been requested to present on Mundelein’s work to the Illinois Statewide Advisory Council on August 21st.  This Council is comprised of Illinois and Federal Center of Substance Abuse Prevention leadership staff.  The STAND-UP Task Force meets on the 2nd Thursday of the month from 8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. at the Mundelein Police Department.  All are invited. 
Character Matters in Lake County – Ashley Ward reported the committee had met last Friday to continue reviewing their mission statement, proclamation and logo design for CMLC.  The committee is working with an artist (and instructor at CLC) who has offered to assist the committee in redesigning the Character Matters in Lake County logo pro bono.  Most likely this logo will be a medal/emblem – reflective of the medals that are given for the Excellence in Character awards.  Much discussion ensued behind the intent in using the medal as the logo – as a way to further brand the concept of recognition of good character across Lake County as well as to retain and build upon the efforts championed by the founding members of Character Matters.  The committee will continue to discuss various ways to expand recognition of good character county-wide.  The next meeting will take place on Monday, September 15th at McDonalds, immediately following the coalition meeting.  Interested persons are encouraged to attend!   For more information, contact Ashley Ward at Ashley@tbgfoundations.org 

Coalition Sustainability – Liz Nelson resigned today as chair of Coalition Sustainability committee.  Adrienne Johnson offered to fill the position.  She will meet with Liz to review the progress to date.
III. Announcements
Pat Garrity, Lake County Health Department, was pleased to announce that the recently held Annual Kids 1st Health Fair had a 22 percent increase in attendance from the number of families served the previous year.  The Fair, which took place on August 6 in Waukegan, was sponsored by the Lake County Health Department/Community Health Center, Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and Science and the United Way of Lake County.
Gary Pickens reported that they were unsuccessful in getting the Safe Schools/Healthy Student’s grant and was currently waiting for feedback on the grant application from the federal government.  Once received, he will share the information with the coalition.

Bruce Johnson congratulated Chief Ray Rose who will be recognized at the next Village of Mundelein board meeting for his 40 years of service in law enforcement.

Chief Ray Rose announced that staff from the Governor’s Home Town Award recently visited Mundelein to evaluate the programs of Mundelein After School Coalition and 
A-May-Zing Mundelein.






IV. Meeting adjourned at 9:45 a.m.  

Upcoming Meeting Dates:      
· Monday, September 15, 2008

· Monday, October 20, 2008

· Monday, November 17, 2008
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