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Meeting Minutes

September 15, 2008

Attendance:  

Shirley Christian, Kari Cowart, Pat Garrity, Bruce Johnson, Barb Kehn, Susie Kuruvilla, Theresa Loerch, Sali Martin, Liz Nelson, Gary Pickens, Cesilie Price, Margaret Resnick, Rosita Rice, Ray Rose, Kathy Ryg, Karen Smith, and Ashley Ward. 
I. Meeting called to order at 8:40 a.m.


Kathy Ryg reported that agencies experiencing budget cuts need to put the pressure on their legislators.  The House was recently called back to Springfield and passed a fund sweep to restore funds to ‘08 levels.  Kathy suggests that everyone contact their local senators regarding these important issues and ask them to vote on the fund sweep bill.
The impact is felt locally.  Omni Youth Services in Mundelein has closed due to lack of funding and consequently, Migdalia Diaz is no longer employed and has resigned from the LCASC Board.  

Connie Willegal also resigned from the LCASC Board due to her new responsibilities at the Girl Scout Council.  The Girl Scouts - IL Crossroads Council recently merged with six other Girl Scout councils in the metro Chicago area to become Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago and Northwest Indiana.  Rosita Rice will now be representing the Girl Scout Council with the coalition.
Kathy also reminded the coalition that in conjunction with Healthy Lake County, there is a county-wide initiative which challenges you, your family and your community to take small steps and make small changes to achieve a healthier way of life.  There are local events that support and promote this same message.  Several area park districts (Mundelein, Vernon Hills and Waukegan) are partnering with Healthy Lake County and holding free events on Saturday, September 27th in support of Worldwide Day of Play ’08.  

  

Chief Ray Rose reported that it was recently announced that Mundelein After School Coalition and A-May-Zing Mundelein each have received the 2008 Governor’s Home Town Award.  
Susie Kuruvilla reported there has been no change from the previous month.  Currently there is $9,654 in the LCASC account and $8,064 in the Character Matters in Lake County account.  
II. Committee Reports

Youth Empowerment - Karen Smith reported that our 2nd Annual Be the Change!   2008 Youth Empowerment Summit will be held on Thursday, November 6th from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at Hewitt Associates in Lincolnshire.  This year’s theme is “How to Deal with Stress.” Our keynote speaker, whom the LCASC Board recently approved, is Annie Fox. She is a national speaker and author on a variety of topics, including adolescent stress management and effective relationship building. The purpose of this summit is “to engage participants in an inspirational and educational experience that will result in individual change for greater personal, family, school and community joy and well-being.”  Focal areas include:  self-image and personal empowerment, personal intention, goal-setting and decision-making for well-being, maximizing the positive in relationships, conflict and stress management techniques, understanding the basic change process, and leadership application. Annie Fox’s book, “Too Stressed to Think” will provide the foundation for our curriculum.  Roycealee Wood from Lake County’s Regional Office of Education is generously financing the purchase of a “Too Stressed to Think” book for each youth attendee and accompanying school staff.  Our target audience is a maximum of 120 - 7th and 8th graders from schools throughout Lake County, accompanying school staff, and volunteer high school students to help facilitate the activities. Registration flyers and an accompanying e-mail blast will be going out this week.  Many thanks to Mary Priller, Mundelein Park District, who did a fantastic job in designing the summit logo and flyers.  
Thanks to Hewitt who has generously offered to provide the facilities for our youth summit.   Due to parking limitations, there will be a bus shuttle service for students to/from Hewitt from our designated parking at CLC Southlake campus.  Thanks again to the Lake County Regional Office of Education for sponsoring the bus shuttle.
Theresa Loerch will be coordinating the Advisory Board Breakfast immediately preceding the summit.  Annie Fox, keynote speaker, will also be attending this breakfast to meet with the Advisory Board, Board of Directors, and our NIC sponsors.  Hewitt is generously providing the meals for our summit.  A Save the Date e-mail will be sent shortly. 

Additional Report Regarding the Northern Illinois Collaboration (NIC) - Karen Smith reported that planning for the LCASC underage drinking prevention panel presentations to Abbott, Allstate, Baxter and Hewitt (all members of the Northern Illinois Collaboration) in October are going well.  Karen thanks the various LCASC members who have responded to the invitation to be a panel presenter.  Karen also reported that these same corporations have voiced an interest in panel presentations on gang prevention.    
Lake County Underage Drinking Prevention Task Force –   Liz Nelson reported that the task force is planning a conference on underage drinking prevention on Wednesday, October 15th at the Grayslake campus of the College of Lake County.  The keynote speaker, Christopher Kennedy Lawford, will be discussing his book, “Symptoms of Withdrawal: A Memoir of Snapshots and Redemption” and comprehensive addiction treatment.  The conference is open to the public, but is geared towards professionals with workshop topics including adolescent brain development, new underage drinking related laws, etc. Christopher Kennedy Lawford will also be presenting to parents and community members at 7:30 p.m. that night in the James Lumber Performing Arts Building at the College of Lake County.   
The task force is also conducting a county-wide assessment of underage drinking related ordinances. Forty-two towns participated and the data is currently being analyzed.     The initial results were passed around to the meeting participants. Local police departments are being asked to conduct alcohol compliance checks over the next month to ensure alcohol retailers are not serving or selling to minors. With Homecoming season underway now is an ideal time to send a clear message to our youth that underage drinking is not tolerated in Lake County. Results from the compliance checks will be collected by the enforcement committee chaired by Waukegan Police Chief, Bill Biang.

The Lake County Underage Drinking Prevention Task Force applied to participate in the first Leadership Institute offered by the Underage Drinking Enforcement Training Center and was one of three coalitions in the country selected to participate.  The Leadership Institute began at the 10th Annual National Leadership Conference on underage drinking prevention and will be a year-long process involving conference calls, self-study, and two additional meetings in locations to be determined. Participating members of the task force include Chief Ray Rose-Mundelein Police Department, Bruce Johnson-Nicasa, Kim Zambole-Lake County Health Department, and Stacy Vermylen- Linking Efforts Against Drugs. 

In July, 2008, over one hundred college presidents signed onto the Amethyst Initiative, which supports informed and unimpeded debate on the 21 year-old drinking age. The task force opposes lowering the minimum legal drinking age.  A House resolution introduced by Representative Pritchard to keep 21 the minimum legal drinking age has been circulated and talking points on why to support this will be sent through our e-list.  
Illinois Strategic Prevention Framework Grant - Karen Smith reported the Mundelein STAND-UP (Standing Up Against Underage Drinking Through Prevention) Task Force implementation strategies for this year include school-based prevention programming (“Project Success”), social marketing and social norms campaigns, parenting awareness and risk reduction programs, maintaining our excellent enforcement related to violations of underage drinking laws, researching feasibility of the courts ordering youth in violation of underage drinking laws to alcohol risk reduction classes, and developing/enforcing consistent school-based policies regarding alcohol use on premises or at sponsored functions.  The STAND-UP Task Force meets on the 2nd Thursday of the month from 8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m at the Mundelein Police Department.  All are invited.
Character Matters in Lake County – Ashley Ward reported that the committee will meet immediately following today’s coalition meeting to work on finalizing the mission statement, proclamation and logo design for CMLC.  They will also discuss contributing a giveaway item to include in the Youth Summit goodie bag.  The next meeting will take place on Monday, October 20th at McDonalds, immediately following the coalition meeting.  Interested persons are encouraged to attend.   For more information, contact Ashley Ward at Ashley@tbgfoundations.org  The committee is exploring the idea of creating a bookmark to contribute to the Youth Summit goodie bag which could include the summit logo on one side and the CMLC logo and mission statement on the other side.  A final decision on the design and cost will need to be determined before the next committee meeting via email among the members.    

III. Announcements
Gary Pickens reported that he had received feedback from the federal government regarding their denial for the Safe Schools/Healthy Student’s grant.  This feedback indicates that there is sufficient reason to reapply.  He will be in contact with the grant participants. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:35 a.m.  

Upcoming Meeting Dates:      
· Monday, October 20, 2008

· Monday, November 17, 2008
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