Character Matters honors students, staff
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MUNDELEIN -- Character Matters in Lake County, a committee of the Lake County After School Coalition, has announced the recipients of the 2009 Excellence in Character Awards. 
This year the program was expanded to include staff members, as well as students, across Lake County who demonstrate strong character and contribute to their school communities in positive ways. 
Get more info 
For more information about Character Matters in Lake County, visit www.lakecountyafterschoolcoalition.org 
All the award recipients were honored during their school's year-end programs with a certificate; also the students received medals and the staff members received lapel pins. This program is coordinated by Character Matters in Lake County and sponsored by the Lake County After School Coalition and the Lake County Regional Office of Education.
Forty-five students and twenty-six staff members, representing grade schools, middle schools and high schools from across the county received the Excellence in Character Award. The Excellence in Character Award program demonstrates Character Matters' continuing efforts to recognize good character in our communities and the quality of the nominees proves that Lake County schools are full of dedicated individuals who make their communities better with their selfless actions and continuing commitment to "go the extra mile."
"It was a humbling experience and quite a privilege to review all of the nomination forms," said Ashley Ward, chair of the Character Matters in Lake County committee. "It also confirmed the importance of recognizing individuals who display outstanding character in our communities; these students and adults are powerful role models. We need their positive influences."
2009 Excellence in Character award winners were:
Staff Recipients
Deborah Schultz, A.J. Katzenmaier School, North Chicago; 
Kerri Elliott, Antioch High School;
Kathy Strathman, Antioch Upper Grade School;
Katrina Wiltse, Beulah Park School, Zion;
Crystal Schumacher, Beulah Park School;
Jaime Daley, Beulah Park School;
Chris Dunn, Countryside Elementary, Barrington;
Melissa Hansen, Countryside Elementary;
Jackie Solway, Daniel Wright Junior High School, Lincolnshire;
Chris Kubic, Grayslake North High School;
Evelyn Cole, Green Bay School, North Chicago;
Peggy Robertson, John S. Clark School, Waukegan;
Marsha Crall, Lake Bluff Middle School;
Craig Richardson, Lake County High Schools Tech Campus, Grayslake;
Jori Bowen, Lakes Community High School, Lake Villa;
Patsy Fiske, Little Fort Elementary, Waukegan;
Judy Beyer, Lotus School, Spring Grove;
Michelle Hendee, Mechanics Grove School, Mundelein;
Ruth Buchberger, North Chicago High School;
Judy Hitchmough, Oak Terrace School, Highwood;
Margie Pages, Robert Crown School, Wauconda;
Lydia Crawford, Shiloh School, Waukegan;
Kayla Irwin, Stanton School, Fox Lake;
Tom Chinske Vernon Hills High School;
Cal Schneider, Zion-Benton Township High School;
Deanna Denman, Grass Lake School, Antioch.
Student Recipients
Hannah Harger, Adler Park. Libertyville; 
Marjanae Maggett, A.J. Katzenmaier School, North Chicago;
Holly Vandervoorde, Antioch High School;
Karli Bonges, Antioch Upper Grade School;
Alberto Herrera, Beulah Park School, Zion;
Destiny Caley BJ Hooper School Lindenhurst;
Melissa Lavin, Carl Sandburg Middle School, Mundelein;
William Curtiss, Central Elementary School, Lake Bluff;
Giorgio Ballis, Cherokee School, Lake Forest;
Michael Fatina, Daniel Wright Junior High School, Lincolnshire;
Daniella Martino, Deer Path Middle School East, Lake Forest;
Cole Demet, Deer Path Middle School West, Lake Forest;
Ana Kohout, Everett Elementary, Lake Forest;
Joseph Maloney, Grass Lake School, Antioch;
Rubaiyat Anwar, Grayslake North High School;
Sydney Bermas, Green Bay Elementary School, North Chicago;
Joanita Cokely Green Bay Elementary School;
Eric Corona, Greenwood School, Waukegan;
Chad Van Horn Greenwood School;
Natalie Chiarello, Hawthorn Middle School South, Vernon Hills;
Khalil Anderson, Hillcrest Elementary School, Antioch;
Jovanna Rojas, John S. Clark School, Waukegan;
Ellie Doyle, Lake Bluff Middle School, Lake Bluff;
Selena Patton, Lake County High Schools Tech Campus, Grayslake;
D.J. Callendar, Lake Zurich High School;
Andrew Seketa, Lakes Community High School, Lake Villa;
Branden Ellis, Little Fort Elementary School, Waukegan;
Cassidy J. Dolis, Lotus School, Spring Grove;
Leah Nehila, Martin Elementary, Lake Villa;
Yadira Ramos, Mechanics Grove School, Mundelein;
Veronica Sprague, Millburn Central School, Wadsworth;
Brooke-Lynn Navarro, North Chicago High School;
Shaquita Sims, North Chicago High School;
Carly Friedstein, Oak Terrace School, Highwood;
Brooke Sefcik, Robert Crown School, Wauconda;
Parker Bolton, Sheridan School, Lake Forest;
Chaad Gregory, Shiloh School, Waukegan;
Gery Fesalvo, St. James School, Highwood;
Robert Knar, St. Mary of the Annunciation, Mundelein;
Hannah Fanella, Stanton School, Fox Lake;
Jenny Moore, Thompson Elementary, Lake Villa;
Liza Xu, Vernon Hills High School;
Jill Becker, Vernon Hills High School;
Jennifer Sanchez. Washington Elementary School, Waukegan;
April Baylor. Zion-Benton Township High School.

