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Kathy Ryg to Speak at 

Lake County After School Coalition Fifth Annual Meeting

MUNDELEIN – The Lake County After School Coalition (LCASC) is holding its Fifth Annual Meeting on Tuesday, May 4, 2010, from 8 A.M. until 11 A.M. at the DoubleTree Hotel (formerly the Crowne Plaza Hotel-North Shore), 510 East Route 83, Mundelein.  

The LCASC is pleased to announce that Kathy Ryg, President of Voice for Illinois Children, will be this year’s keynote speaker. Ryg is the former State Representative of the 59th District and past Co-Chairman of the Lake County After School Coalition. 
“Kathy is well-recognized for her commitment to children’s well-being, her record of policy accomplishments and her vision for shaping an even better future for children,” said Craig Culbertson, Board Chairman of Voices of Illinois Children.

In addition to 20 years of public service at the state and local levels, Ryg has experience in direct counseling of persons with developmental disabilities and mental illness and administration of community-based organizations. 

Ryg joined the 22-year-old organization that counts among its successes improvements in families’ access to quality early childhood, mental health and health care programs, establishment of the state Earned Income Tax Credit, etc.  Ryg becomes only the second president in Voices’ 22-year history.
“The only way to effect positive policy change is to work collaboratively and forge consensus, characteristics for which Voices is highly regarded,” said Ryg.

The Lake County After School Coalition has much to celebrate.  The Fifth Annual Meeting is an excellent opportunity to learn about the Coalition successes and prepare to build on those successes, in spite of challenging economic times.  Given the difficult budget decisions facing business and local governments, and the hard economic times families are struggling with, the Lake County After School Coalition is more important than ever.  Through communication, coordination, and collaboration, we can work to meet the needs of our youth and families community by community.
As a result of its innovative work and dynamic contributions, the LCASC is viewed as an effective after school program coalition model that is being replicated throughout Illinois.  Programs such as Say YES! To Youth Success and the efforts of the Lake County Underage Drinking Prevention Task Force in the development of Social Hosting Ordinances will be highlighted.  Many of the youth organizations supported by the Lake County After School Coalition will share program highlights and information at displays throughout the meeting room.  
“If we can build a base of champions for kids in Lake County, I know we can expand opportunities to raise healthy kids and have healthy communities.  The need for quality after school programs is clear, and I’m excited to be a part of Lake County’s effort to create model programs for the entire State of Illinois” said Mundelein Police Chief Raymond Rose, Co-Chair of the Coalition.
The Lake County After School Coalition was founded in 2003.  The Coalition consists of dedicated individuals and organizations committed to increasing access to quality after school and youth development programs in Lake County, based on each community’s needs and resources.  Members include businesses, elected officials, law enforcement, park district directors, community organizations, social service providers, library directors, faith-based organizations, educators and others.

The breakfast meeting is open to the public. Tickets are $30 per person.  For more information about the Coalition, please contact Chief Raymond Rose at 847-968-3775 or to register call Diane at dtarello@nicasa.org  or (847) 201-7083.
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